
 
 
OSHEAGA 2011: MY FAVOURITE MUSIC MOMENTS  
 
Written By: Amanda Wenek (Toronto Correspondent) 
 
Osheaga Music Festival left its imprint on Montreal this weekend. With major headliners like 
Eminem, Elvis Costello and the Flaming Lips, music lovers from all parts of Canada flocked to 
Parc Jean Drapeau for a weekend of hot sticky sun, amazing festival fashion, and, of course, a 
killer soundtrack to it all. 
 
The Friday: 
 
For this Osheaga first-timer, my weekend started off on a sour note after what’s normally a five-
and-a-half hour drive from Toronto turned into a grueling seven hour drive. When we arrived in 
Montreal late in the evening on Friday, I woefully admitted defeat and with a heavy heart I 
accepted that I’d miss Eminem that night.  
 
From what I heard, Friday hosted some stellar shows—with Janelle Monae and Eminem giving 
stand-out performances—but I had friends stuck at the venue until 1:00 a.m. trying to catch a 
subway or a cab back into the city. I was a little bit happy I avoided that madness, so I could be 
fully rested for Saturday to enjoy some of my favourite bands. 
 
The Saturday: 
 
We rushed after a morning of shopping in the city to make it in time for quirky pop-stress, Sia. I’m 
glad we rushed too, because her performance was super fun and it really set the tone of the day. 
Everyone was smiling and singing along, her musicians wore geeky, bright pastel outfits, and she 
was joking with the audience constantly. I had only heard a few of her songs prior to the show, 
but after seeing her own the stage I vowed I would buy her album. 
 
Bright Eyes and Death From Above 1979 are two of my favourite bands from over six years ago. 
Both, I’ve never seen live. I still listen to them regularly, but the latter broke up in 2006 before I 
ever got a chance to see them play, and haven’t released new material since then. One half of 
the dance-rock duo has since been performing under the moniker MSTRKRFT (who also played 
at the festival this year). 
 
When DFA reunited this past Spring and played Coachella, South by Southwest and  Bluesfest, I 
saw them on the Osheaga roster and knew this was my chance to check another band off my 
bucket list. They put on an amazing show playing all the old favourites from their massively 
popular album, You’re a Woman, I’m a Machine. 
 
Their performance even drew CBC host Jian Ghomeshi, The Stills vocalist Tim Fletcher and 
Metric guitarist, Jimmy Shaw from the media tent backstage to watch with the rest of the crowd. 
Everyone from young girls to old dudes were dancing and singing along. 
 
Bright Eyes played next. Their album I’m Wide Awake, It’s Morning is probably one of my all-time 
favourite records, and I couldn’t wait to hear some of those songs live. To hear front man Conor 
Oberst sing for a full hour with heart-wrenching intensity was an unmatched moment this 



weekend. As the entire audience sang along to every word, I knew they all felt his earnestness 
too. 
 
The Sunday:  
 
We arrived to Jean Drapeau a little earlier today, and the crowd was way bigger, the sun was 
hotter, the food and drink lines longer, and the ease with which we found good sitting/standing 
spots on Saturday was non-existent.  
 
Today I was most looking forward to seeing Brit-newcomer Ellie Goulding, City and Colour, and 
Death Cab for Cutie.  
 
Ellie Goulding is one of my newest musical obsessions. She plays such fun whimsical pop tunes, 
and she put on a high-energy show, jumping from the guitar to the drums, all the while singing her 
heart out. She started the show with “Under the Sheets”—always a questionable move when you 
start with your most well known song—but it worked for her. The audience remained captivated 
the entire 45 minute set, and the crowd only grew bigger as the show went on.  
 
I’ve seen City and Colour live maybe seven times, but I always look forward to their shows. I’ve 
been a supporter of Dallas Green since the early days of Alexisonfire, and his songs really tug at 
my heartstrings. I even got to sit down with him for 20 minutes to chat music and fashion. 
Unfortuantely, Beirut’s set went a little long so C&C only had time to play about six songs. Green 
was gracious as always though, excited to welcome his friends The Tragically Hip and Death Cab 
for Cutie to the stage after him. 
 
Death Cab is another band that I’m really happy I got to see. They bring me back to so many 
good memories. I was so excited, the whole time thinking ‘Oh my God, I’m finally seeing Seth 
Cohen’s favourite band live!’ (reference from The OC—anyone?) There were sound problems so 
the show got off to a bit of a wonky start, but singer Ben Gibbard was joking with the audience 
and still managed to squeeze in all of the band’s hits.  
 
Shows I’m sad I missed:  
 
Oh Land: We came too late in the day 
Ratatat: They played the same time as Bright Eyes 
The Sounds: I interviewed Dallas Green during their set 
Elvis Costello, The Flaming Lips: We wanted to avoid the rush at the end of the night 
 
Honourable mentions: Lupe Fiasco, The Tragically Hip, Cypress Hill, Beirut—None are bands 
that I ever listen to, but they all put on amazing shows and had me just as captivated as the 
person next to me who knew every lyric and nuance.  
 


