
	
	

Down Under Comes Over Yonder: An interview with Aussie duo An Horse  
 
An Horse is the latest Australian import to make waves in the North American indie music scene and during their recent 
March 7th stop in Montreal, Press+1 correspondent Amanda Wenek spoke with the duo about their road to success and 
what comes next.  
 

 
 
Kate Cooper and Damon Cox comprise An Horse, an indie pop/rock band that hails from Brisbane Australia. To date 
they have completed an EP, Not Really Scared, and they’ve toured all over Australia and the United States with Death 
Cab for Cutie and Tegan and Sara. Now they are releasing a full-length album and venturing off on their own North 
American tour, playing their first ever shows in Canada.  
 
Press+1 (Amanda Wenek): First of all, I’d like to welcome you to Montreal. How is the tour going so far?  
 
Damon Cox: The tour is going great, yeah, we’re only about 10 days in, or two weeks? No... 
Kate Cooper: Two weeks on Monday. 
DC: Yeah, almost two weeks. So we’ve done six or seven shows, so it’s kind of early days still. But yeah it’s going great. 
 
Press+1: And this is your first show in Canada, so what are your impressions so far of the great white North? 
 
KC: Well, I mean, actually it’s not as cold. I’ve been here before and it was a lot colder. And it was around the same 
time of year too, but it’s a lot like Australia. We were saying that when we drove over the border you could feel the vibes 
were different. That makes us sound like hippies, hey? But, you know, different vibes. It’s like Australia but cold. Yeah. 
 
Press+1: You wrote on your MySpace that you were excited to be coming to Canada because, “Canadians are 
outrageously attractive and kind yet gentle souls.” So I’m just wondering, have you confirmed this? 
 
KC: Oh we knew this before we came here. That they are outrageously attractive and kind, gentle souls, and we’ve only 
been in the country for two days and it’s re-confirmed constantly, right Damon? 
DC: Yeah, as soon as we drove into Montreal, like a couple blocks from here, we were just nearly crashing the car at 
how attractive everyone was. For real.[laughs] Yep. I nearly crashed the van, a couple of times.  
 
Press+1: Now, your name, An Horse, what does it mean? 
 
KC: It was a conversation I had a few years ago with my next door neighbour, and we were talking grammar and he 
said, ‘Did you know ‘an horse’ is correct?’ We were talking about ‘an’ before h. Then I would always bring up this debate 
and it would flare up again and everyone would get drunk and angry about grammar. Which is kind of a weird thing but 



that’s what we do at home, and anyways it stuck as a nickname ‘cause they would call me ‘an horse.’ Then some 
friends gave me a sweater with it written on the front, and I needed a name once to contribute a song to a CD and I 
didn’t want to use my name, so yeah, that’s how it just kind of stuck. 
 
Press+1: Your debut full-length album, Rearrange Beds, comes out on March 17th. Why should people buy it? 
 
DC: Because it’s a good album. There’s a lot of shit albums out there and this is a good one, so... [laughs] no... Um, I 
don’t know. I mean, no, yeah, kind of! I mean, we like it. We like the record, we tried to make a good record, hopefully 
other people like it. But, you know, we can’t force it down people’s throats, it’s up to them to decide. Some people might 
like it, some people mightn’t like it, most people seem to be liking it, which is good. But, yeah, that’s about all I can say 
about that really. 
KC: Yeah, my mum likes it. 
DC: That’s what the main importance is, yeah, is Kate’s mum. 
 
Press+1: In 2008, your song Postcards was played in a Mercedes-Benz commercial in Australia, so I was 
wondering if after the commercial was released did you see a surge in your fan following or EP sales? 
 
DC: Not really! [laughs] It was weird. I mean, we had that placement really early before we started touring a lot. I mean, 
we were still touring but we hadn’t toured much at home. We did a tour with Tegan and Sara in the US, and we did our 
first Australian tour when we got home and it was around that time that the song got placed in the ad. Yeah, and they 
only ran it for a month or so, so it wasn’t like this worldwide deal or anything like that; it was just some money to pay the 
rent. And no one really went crazy and went ‘Oh you’re that Mercedes-Benz band’ or anything like that. 
KC: I think Mercedes-Benz too is different to getting an ad for another car because it’s more boutique and they play it 
less. But, I do recall the first time I saw it. I hadn’t told my flatmates at the time that that’s what was happening, and we 
were watching something terrible like America’s Next Top Model and I was tired on the couch and the ad break came on 
and my flatmates were like ‘What? This is your song’ and I was like ‘Yeah, I forgot to tell you...’ So yeah, it was cool! We 
didn’t get a Mercedes or anything.  
 
Press+1: So, if you were to send a postcard home to Australia, what would you say in it? 
 
DC: Postcards are funny things. I like them because there’s only so much space and you can be quick and brief.  
There’s only about three people that I send postcards to when I’m on tour. One is my nieces, oh, well that’s two, my 
grandma, and my mum. No one else really gives a shit about postcards. They’ll probably just get it and go [makes 
tossing motion]. But what would I write? It’s usually small talk. 
KC: I would write to my niece as well, probably, that’s it. And she can’t read so I’d probably write something like ‘boop’ 
because we play a little game where we say ‘boop’ to each other, so... 
DC: That’s easy. Just boop. 
KC: Boop. Boop. Yeah. 
 
Press+1: You are playing South by Southwest, and I’m just wondering, that’s kind of a big deal, so how excited 
are you? It could open up a lot of opportunities to you. 
 
DC: I hope so. Yeah. We’ve only heard good things about South by Southwest, and we’ve never been ourselves. It’s 
always something that we’d heard about, and heard good things about, and there are always lots of good bands playing, 
and yeah, I mean, hopefully some good stuff comes out of it. We’re just going to try and have fun. 
KC: And we get to catch up with a lot of friends too, so that will be cool. 
 
Press+1: Do you find any major differences between performing to crowds in Australia and the crowds you’ve 
seen in North America so far? 
 
KC: You know what, people ask us that a little bit, and I think we do. Australians are different. They’re more reserved, 
but they’re still great and they’re really fun to play to. But in America people kind of lose it a little more and they’re more 
willing to tell us that they like us, whereas at home it’s a bit more stand-offish. We’ve played all over the States and 
some really big shows, really huge shows, and I swear the scariest place to play, for me, is Melbourne Australia to 50 
people [laughs]. It’s frightening.  
DC: It is very different I guess, between playing to North American and playing at home. But Kate’s right, the people at 
home tend to be a little bit more reserved and people over here are more outgoing. They don’t mind telling you if they 
like your band, and they’ll come up to you and actually genuinely say they like your band and they’ll talk to you about it.  
KC: Where, like, at home, it’s like my sister and she’s like ‘you pull the most silly faces when you play, stop it, you’re 
embarrassing me’ you know, and stuff like that. 
 



	
 

Press+1: You’ve been working with Tegan and Sara, how have they helped you get on this path that you’re on? 
 
KC: Well, I don’t know, to be honest, what would have happened if we hadn’t been asked to tour with them because 
when we were asked to tour with them we didn’t even have plans to release the EP we’d recorded. I mean it was so 
weird. We recorded this EP, and there was urgency to us recording it too. We managed to squeeze these dates in and 
our friend who made it is a really big producer in Australia and he had this small window. We were working in the record 
store, and we just had this conversation the other day, we were like ‘how did we both manage to get time off?’ because I 
recall only two of us working there, so I’m not even sure if the store was open. 
DC: Maybe time stood still and [laughs] then we went and recorded the EP and then went back to work. I don’t know it 
was kind of weird how it happened. We didn’t have any expectations because we were playing in other bands that we 
were pretty focused on at the time, but we knew that there was something special when we got together and played 
music. And when we did the EP we just happened to give it to Tegan and Sara who were in Brisbane playing a show 
and like a month later they called us up and asked us to tour, which was crazy. And it kind of all just snowballed from 
there. 
KC: But they’re so supportive. Even before An Horse existed they’ve been really supportive of me and the music that I 
was making, because we’ve both been in a lot of other bands and we’ve worked really hard. So they’ve been really 
supportive and it’s really nice to know that after having a bad day I can text Sara or give her a call and just go, ‘this bad 
thing happened to me today give me something worse,’ and every time she can outdo me times ten. So I’m like, ‘aw I 
feel so much better now.’ Yeah, so they’re just amazing and supportive and great. 
 
Press+1: Thank you so much for taking the time to chat with me. Good luck on the next leg of your tour and 
enjoy the rest of your time in Montreal and Canada!  
 
An Horse will be playing at South by Southwest Mar 18th-21st, and their debut full-length album will be available in stores 
on March 17th. They’ve just added new dates with Wintersleep to their current North American tour, so keep an eye out 
for when they come to your city. www.myspace.com/anhorse 
	


